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Campbell High School P&C Meeting minutes – 28 October 2019 

Attendance: Chair: Karina Edwards, Principal: Steve Collins and 12 others - see Attachment A 

1. Welcome and previous minutes  

1.1 Welcome and opening remarks from the Chair 

Karina thanked the parents for their attendance.  

1.2 Apologies 

Nil 

1.3 Approval of the minutes 

The minutes of the 9 September 2019 were approved with the following amendments: 

• Joanne  Weir’s title is Canteen Treasurer not Canteen coordinator 

• Hazel was asked to submit two menu items to the Nutrition Australia Forum. 

 Moved: Karina Edwards. Seconded: Trina McFarlane 

1.4 Business arising 

Action arising – carried over from the August meeting 

A report on the trial of closing the canteen early 

will be provided to the October P&C meeting 

See Principal’s report 

Steve Collins to bring a proposal for changes to 

reporting on student performance to the 

October P&C meeting 

 

Action arising – 9 September 2019 meeting 

Clare Wynter to draft a letter on behalf of the 

P&C to send to the Directorate raising concerns 

about the transition to other activities and the 

timeline attached to the caving and canyoning 

ban. 

 

Steve Collins will circulate the Commonwealth 

school grants program proposal to the P&C 

 

Steve Collins will provide feedback to the P&C 

on the warning bell system 

See Principal’s report 
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Karina Edwards would circulate options for P&C 

funding of school projects at the October 

meeting. 

See Item 4. 

 

2. Reports 

2.1 President's report - Karina Edwards 

P&C funding of school projects 

Karina reported that following the discussion at the September meeting a number of parents had 

submitted ideas for activities. The school has purchased outdoor tables with chess boards. 

Parent workshop 

The first parent workshop was facilitated by Kieran on 9 September. Karina thanked Kieran for her 

commitment and quality of the workshop which was very well received by parents. 

Kieran is considering the options for a second workshop including constructive discussions about 

device use. The meeting discussed timing with general agreement that it would be better to hold a 

second workshop in early 2020. 

The meeting discussed whether to invite neighbouring schools to participate. Steve will talk to the 

Principal of Dickson College.  

International teachers’ day 

Due to an oversight the P&C did not host a morning tea in recognition of international teachers day.  

2.2 Principal's report - Steve Collins 

 

China trip 

Steve attended the International Confederation of Principals Biennial conference in Shanghai in the 

week beginning 21 October. Schools internationally are facing similar challenges with technology 

and students use of devices; the alignment of the curriculum with the labour market; the balance 

between curriculum content and 21st century skill; artificial intelligence and its role in schools. 

 

There was debate about the merits of PISA testing with OECD promoting its benefits. The results of 

PISA testing feed into national performance data. Countries are not taking a consistent approach 

which means that national data is not strictly comparable. For example China only tests students in 

Shanghai which is not representative. 

 

Outdoor activities 

Table tennis table will be arriving shortly and handball marking has been done on the basket ball 

court. 
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Bells for break time 

The school has added a second bell at the end of each break to encourage students to be on time for 

class. This appears to be working well. The school is also getting quotes for a new bell system. 

 

Breakfast program 

Brumbies bakery in Ainslie which sponsors the breakfast program is being sold. The school will seek 

feedback from the student council to see if students value the program. On average 50 students use 

the breakfast program on the days it is offered. The P&C meeting discussed the value of the program 

noting that one of its benefits was that it encourages social interaction between teachers and 

students. 

 

New timetable 

The need for a new timetable arose from the school review and in particular the need to find an 

additional 23 minutes of learning time per week. The school was performing below benchmarks on 

this indicator. 

 

The timetable is being developed around a two-weekly model. Steve reported that once the 

timetable is close to finalisation there will be advice to parents in the Weekly Wrap. 

 

Clare advised that the timetable was discussed at the last Board meeting and the proposed 

timetable appears logical and easy to understand. 

 

Enrichment 

The meeting discussed the changes to enrichment including a student petition to bring back 

enrichment. Parents report that students were concerned that teachers are not fully engaged with 

the curriculum based activities that have replaced enrichment. 

 

2.3 Canteen report 

 

Joanne Weir reported difficulties the canteen was experiencing with the software for ‘single touch 

payroll’ and the time it has taken to implement. Joanne advised that the canteen was compliant 

from 30/9/19 with ATO requirements. 

 

Joanne advised that sales were down in September. There had been problems with the behaviour of 

some older students which was deterring younger students from using the canteen. Canteen staff 

have discussed strategies for addressing this with the school. 

 

The canteen is surveying students to find out what sort of food they want. The canteen requested 

that any fundraisers not be food based as this is competition for the canteen and results in reduced 

sales. The food that is offered through these fundraisers is not healthy. 

 

3. Budgeting 

 

There was no budget report.  
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4. Other business 

 

P&C funding for projects 

The P&C had sought feedback from parents about the sorts of outdoor and other activities the P&C 

could support financially to encourage students to engage with each other away from their devices. 

Karina opened the discussion to parents at the meeting. The areas of interest were physical 

activities, art and the environment. The list of suggestions included: 

• Juggling balls 

• Mood gym 

• School excursions and camps with a focus on outdoor engagement and engagement with 
indigenous communities 

• Black boards outside the canteen area with the question of the day and the opportunity for 
students to make comments 

• Making the toilets are more inviting space  

• Making percussion instruments available outside formal participation in band 

• Developing gardens/landscaping. 
 
Karina advised that a list of activities that are appropriately undertaken in break time and that the 
P&C could support would be put to the students for discussion. 
 

Vote of thanks to Karina Edwards 

The meeting thanked Karina for her huge contribution to the P&C, the canteen and school in 2019. 

The meeting closed at 8:20 pm. 

 

Action arising – carried over from the August meeting 

1. Steve Collins to bring a proposal for changes to reporting on student performance to the 

October P&C meeting 

Action arising – 9 September 2019 meeting 

2. Clare Wynter to draft a letter on behalf of the P&C to send to the Directorate raising 

concerns about the transition to other activities and the timeline attached to the caving and 

canyoning ban. 

3. Steve Collins will circulate the Commonwealth school grants program proposal to the P&C  
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Attachment A    Attendees 

Karina Edwards – President 

Sarah Avakian – Vice President 

Steve Collins – Principal 

Trina McFarlane – Treasurer 

Sarah Dinning – Secretary 

Joanne Weir – Canteen Treasurer 

Hazel Herron – Canteen Manager 

Clare Wynter 

Damien Ellwood 

Kieran Vaughan 

Geoff Murray Prior 

Kylie Martin 

Toni Hassan 

Plus one other 

 

 

 

 

  


